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We all know that we go out into the succah on Succos. The rabbis tell us that

the reason why we go out into the succah on Succos is to remind us of the huts

that the Jewish people lived in when they left Egypt and wandered in the desert

for 40 years. The Vilner Gaon, however, has a different interpretation. He says
that the succah that we build on Succos does not commemorate the succah that the
Jewish people lived in when they wandered in the desert because that succah obviously
had a roof. What's more, they stayed in one place for 20 years so, therefore,

their house was pretty permanent when they wandered in the desert. Therefore,

the succah that we build on Succos is something else. It stands for the clouds

of glory which covered the Jewish people when they wandered in the desert for

40 years. It protected them from the sun and the elements and from their enemies.
They were only attacked once by Amalek when they left Egypt. It protected them

from snakes and other wild animals. It also preserved their clothes and it protected
thoroughly and completely. Therefore, we remember G-d's protection on the holiday
of Succos and we all need G-d's protection. That is one of the underlying themes

of the holiday of Succos.

The rabbis then ask, why did Succos occur during this time of the year? After

all, if we left Egypt and we had Succos when we left Egypt Succos should immediately
follow after Pesach. According to the Vilner Gaon there is a simple answer for
this. The answer is that when the Jewish people sinned at the sin of the golden
calf the clouds of glory were removed and they did not return to the Jewish people
until the Jewish people were forgiven on Yom Kippur, and then after they were
forgiven at Yom Kippur then the clouds of glory returned but not immediately.

They did not actually return until Succos. They did not return for 5 days. The
rabbis ask why that is. Why did it take 5 days after the Jewish people were forgiven
for the clouds of glory to return? They give the answer that Jacob and Esau split
up and it says that Esau went to Sayer, which is another way of saying to Yom

Kippur because Sayer is the goat and the goat is the symbol of Yom Kippur, and
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Yaacov went Sucosso, to Succos. It is not enough to have Jewish ideas. What

you also have to do is be willing to implement them. You have to do mitzvahs.

The day after Moshe Rabbeinu came back from the mountain he told them about building
2 Mishkan and then they contributed toward it and they started building the Mishkan

and then the clouds returned. Then because they had proved that they were interested

in implementing the ideals of the Torah, then G-d's glory returned back to them.

We also know that on this holiday of Succos when you build a succah the succah

has to built with the sides first and then you must put the schach on it. Why
should that be so? Why do we first have to build the sides and then put the schach
on it? If we built the frame and then put schach on top of the frame the succah
would not be kosher because the sides have to be built before we can put any schach

on it.

Also we know that tomorrow is Hoshana Rabah. Tomorrow we take out all the Torahs
and we circle the bema with our lulav and esrogs and then afterwards we take an
Arova, a willow, which is the symbol of the day, and we beat it. Some people

say we do it one time, some say three times. The custom here is to do it five
times. In fact, this mitzvah of beating the Arova is so important that it even
pushes aside Shabbos. That is why Rosh Hashonna can never come out on a Sunday
because if Rosh Hashonna would come out on a Sunday then Hoshana Rabah would come
out on a Saturday and this cannot be. There are three days that Rosh Hashonna

can never come out on. Rosh Hashonna can never come out on a Friday because that
means Yom Kippur would come out on a Sunday, and it also cannot come out on a
Wednesday because that means that Yom Kippur would come out on a Friday. You
cannot have two Shabbos-1ike days together where you cannot cook. It is not feasible
or practical. The rabbis also made sure since we now have a fixed calendar that
Rosh Hashonna does not come out on a Sunday because that means Hoshana Rabah would

come out on a Saturday and then we would have to take the willow on a Saturday.
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for the children because you cannot ask children to do something which is not
rooted in the reality of a human being. I remember I had a friend once who later
did not become my friend because he used to put the candy right on the coffee
table and then he used to punish his children severely if they took a candy.

I would remonstrate with him and tell him he was doing something wrong. If you
put the candy on the top shelf and then they went to the top shelf and took it,
then you punish them. It is against Jewish law to put a stumbling block before
the blind. You cannot tempt people. What else do you expect? He said he was
teaching them character, but I knew better than that. He was a professor and

he, himself, used to succumb. In a college town if you steal a person's ideas

it is worse than stealing their money. I know a few ideas that he got for some
of his papers were not exactly 100% his. Why are you asking something from a
child that is impossible to obtain? We do that in many other areas, too. Sometimes
spouses make impossible demands on their own spouse and vice versa, that many
times the expectations that one spouse has of another are completely unrealistic,
especially if they, themselves, do not live up to these expectations. We all
know that in the 1960's when you had all sorts of ideas that Tooked good in theory
but in practice they should not work. For example, they had all these communes
where they had free love and so forth. They forgot about the quality of human
beings. They forgot about jealousy. Jealousy is there and these things will
just not work. We all know, too, how communism was touted as a great ideal, but
it just would not work in practice because when something belongs to everybody

it belongs to nobody. Of course, if you control something you do not have to
own it. As long as you control it that is all that really counts. We know that
even now today in Israel the kibbutzim are not all that they have been cracked

up to be either. This applies for a great range of ideals and dreams that we

have. You first have to build the walls. You have to be rooted in reality and

then you can put on the schach, but if you are not rooted in reality then you
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are in a Tot of trouble. That is the beauty of the Jewish religion because it

is rooted in reality. Only if you take into account all the parts of a human

being, their needs, then you can worry about ideals and how to achieve the ideals.
You have to achieve the ideals taking into account human frailties. That's one

of the beauties of this country, too, that we recognize the dangers of power,

that power corrupts. As it is said, absolute power corrupts absolutely. That's

why in the United States our government is so inefficient. First the Congress

has to pass something, then they have to reconcile and it has to go to the President.
It is almost impossible to get things through very quickly in the United States.
That's all to the good because there has to be a lot of discussion, a Tot of consensus.
Things do not just get done one, two, three. It is incomprehensible in Israel

that the Oslo Two agreement was a 61-49 vote without hardly any discussion whatsoever
and when five of the people are from avowed Arab parties we really do not have

the best interests of Israel at stake. It boggles the imagination that such a

thing could happen. Of course, in the United States if such a thing like that

would happen I am afraid that it would end up in violence or dictatorship because
people know that power goes to people's heads and people cannot help but use power

that they get.

That is why the Arova was so important. The Arova was so important because the
Arova was the symbol of the common man and when they used to have Hoshana Rabah
they used to take Arovas from a special place which was 11' high and they used

to put it around the altar before they marched around the altar, and then they
used to take the Arovas in their hand and then beat them as a sign for rain and
also as a sign of concern for the common people. Unless you took into account

the concerns of the common people then we are in a lot of trouble. You have to
root Judaism on the concerns of ordinary people, make sure that ordinary people
can keep it and observe it, can do it. Otherwise unless you propose and propagate

a Judaism of this type you will end up in sects, either on the extreme left or
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right. In AMerica, too, orthodoxy is in danger of becoming a sect because in

order to be orthodox in America you have to be rich and smart. A day school education
requires people to have a very high education otherwise it is very difficult to

keep up, and, of course, it costs a lot of money to send your kids to day schools,
even with scholarships. It costs a lot of money, and it has turned out that Judaism
in America is becoming an elitist type of religion. In Israel orthodoxy is still

a mass movement because it appeals to everybody and everybody can participate.

In America it is very difficult and we have to deal with this particular problem.

It is not enough just to have ideals. You have to have ideals that can be implemented
and you have to implement based on the reality of the human being and what his

needs are psychologically and spiritually. It is important that we all recognize

that.

I am reminded of the story they tell ahout a man who was complaining and went

to a mar~riag2 counselor after 10 years. He said, "You know, when 1 first got
married my dog used to bark when I came home and my wife would bring my slippers.
Now when I come home my wife barks at me and the dog brings my stippers." The
marriage counselor looked at him and said, "What are you complaining about? You
are still getting the same service." We all have to recognize human nature.

In marriage sometimes passion cool and things become different, but, still, we
know that we need to build strong families and have good relationships even though
relationships change. We have.to recognize that when we deal with human beings
we have to deal with reality and not with theory and dreams. First we deal with
the reality and if we understand the reality then we can achieve the dreams.
First we have to build the sides and then we put on the schach. Let us all hope
and pray that we will all realize this so that we will able to realize our dreams
because they are rooted in the reality of every human being and reality of every

human situation so the Mashiach will come quickly in our day. Amen.




